
SHORT CLASSICS (you actually have time to read)
Read 5 each term

Slaughterhouse 
Five
Kurt Vonnegut

The Old man and 
the sea
Ernest Hemingway

Catcher in the 
Rye
J.D. Salinger

The Stranger
Albert Camus

Turn of the screw
Henry James

The Picture of 
Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilder

A Christmas 
Carol
Charles Dickens

Call of the wild
Jack London

Silas Marner
George Eliot

Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland
Lewis Carroll

The Little Prince
Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery

The Time Machine
H.G. Wells

Of Mice and men
John Steinbeck

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Animal Farm
George Orwell

Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s
Truman Capote

One day in the life of 
Ivan Denisovich
Aleksander 
Solzhenitsyn

Passing
Nella Larsen

Frankenstein
Mary Shelley

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles
Arthur Conan Doyle



Everyone’s personal reading speed varies due to many factors, for example, Dyslexia, struggling reader, tiredness, 
print size.  Below is the list of books ranked by an average reading speed of 250 words per minute.  This will help 
identify the quickest reads for you.

Picture of Dorian Gray- 5hr 16min
Frankenstein- 4hr 51min
Catcher in the rye- 4hr 48min
Silas Marner- 4hr 12min
Slaughterhouse Five- 3hr 25min
The Great Gatsby- 3hr 17min
Turn of the screw- 2hr 38min
One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich- 2hr 36min
The stranger- 2hr 27min
Passing- 2hr 22min
Of mice and men- 2hr 6min
The Hound of the Baskervilles- 1hr 52min
Call of the wild- 1hr 50min
A Christmas Carol- 1hr 50min
Animal Farm- 1hr 44min
Breakfast at Tiffany’s- 1hr 39min
Alice’s Adventure’s in Wonderland- 1hr 36min
The Time Machine- 1hr 28min
The Old man and the sea- 1hr 26min
The Little Prince- 1hr 9min






